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MOTOR TORPEDO BOAT SQUADRONS PAGIFIC FLEST
Office of the Commander

27 Noverbar 1945

Daarm,

Ihmbmthhﬂdngmmmtomastoml hndewthing
tooffwaamgtheumofmmmessmm although I am quite busy
ard desorrissioning this PT Fleet, I have had occasions $o ro-

here demobdllzing
flect on your peeuliar vesponsibility,

you koow, the Flect, asmmh,dmsmtmauymtinawmtfom
fwthem,ﬁthmmwngamp@mmmﬂmﬂzmd
ntﬂatmmmmremmﬂhlemum Therefore, you my view
mtlhawtosaywithsnm

In the first place, I wart to recommend that you get back at the sarliest
poceible momemt to corpetition within the Naval Commarnd, By this I mean to say
that I tidnk that you should argamize the Flset again under engincering compet
jtion and under punnery performances, For the present it is not necessary to -

msﬂﬂngpazﬁmﬂarzyw 1% is solely novessary to get people thinking
a@innlmgcmutive

Fron an englneering viewpoint I imve notad repeatedly that the engincering
efficieancioe of the shipe are vory poor, and the discdpline along englhwering
lines is, likewisne, pootts - Inpeaeetim with white uniforms, the average water
raﬁeferaahiphwmebmuatcaoauawmmnfwanmms,
although there was an allovance, which I never fully understood, of but 10 galw
las per men. Maymwememmmmmabwethis,m :
means an axoessive hurning of oil and a lack of interest in enginoering maintene

ance, JMany pmople oppose englneering competition, and I do, too, where it permits
fast pencilepushing to defeat corpetent engineering, but I camnt subseribe to the
idea that, because thare are somo crocks, the entire Navy mst do awsy with oo

mm,mxmm&mmwwweismm wo
mﬁehbmsa,mmmteinm,mdmmemteinramdm
inations, each one of us enieavoring to draw into cur church peopls from other
damﬂmtima. Ithi&t!ntmgimmﬁngwmﬁthnmmh&lr.‘ul,mme
met, in mintaining ow m@meﬁnbplmtsintwmimmintmg
mmmmmmmmmmuwmmmg

Mremﬁsgtmnew mmee,uehavearepe‘bitimoftheabom The
Fleet, in my mind, is seriocusly in need of gwmery training, especially along
anti-aircraft lines, and,veuym:ﬂﬂ.y,xmfer felt that cur shij
any time, adeqmtely treinod against suledde planes in ocur operctions against
Japan, Imdmsyomcommbecauaethefaateanﬁersmyhawdom
more training, but we, in the bosbordment groups, were seriously lacking in -
adequate preparation. Todawagreatpurbimofthetmimdpersmlmgm,
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and we must rosirain, and re-train under some ive scheme., Shooting
dcmslmismbemugx unless we have somy photographic means of indicate
ing how close thashanacmnymtothe long range gunnery almost
hecam hstartinmswbianatmﬂeetdwingﬂwm. With our modern
Tadars we can expsct very accurate results, but nothing can be done without
tt'ainﬂngardwithoutoowtim. Bven in wartime, with death the result of
faﬂm,itmditﬁculttoga&mxvshipatotm&dmﬁngthe"resﬂpsm&.
The Fleet Gunnery Officer at Poarl said to ms one day, "that aml going to do?
I ask thess ships as they npar Pearl if they want gunnory exsrciscs, and they

" gay not?" Irepued,WOfasldngthen,youtenthanthshp]amswsu
be there at such and such a time or timt thedr targets will bo in such and such
an area, and that they are axpected to train using these targetsi® This was done
and becars a standard practiece at Pearl and also in many of the forward aress
as well,

I haven't any doubt that many of the axereisss that wo used bafore and dure
ing the war can be changed, but I think that, begimning at least by next July lst,
if not carlier, mabuldfﬁ.veawmrsmlsomthingto shoot at and to steam
atinaconpehitiwwayi

ﬁembn'tameMﬁatmmtmkatestsforthekkoﬁcm
in comnection with the Floob; and, if it appears that Congress ia going to interw
fare in this matter, it wild be well to get the tests over before the intere
ference pets too greats I know that you have rlven this a lot of thought, and
mhimﬁmtlmwwmmymtﬁw,butmmstfizﬁoutmtfwm-
tions are adequate against that bomb-as soon as poseible, The question of hull
constyruction and other mttors properly belongs to the Bureau of ships, but the
question of type dispositions and matters of that natwre are, unless Iamveu:y
mgch in error, entirely a function of Beadiness, In discussing dispositions, I
am:mmedottheractth&ttheoﬂzerdsylm, in an issue somowhere, - and
Im’tﬁndwmre-afoamtionofhemahipsinwlmwithdes‘bmyersmthe
van as the sereen, and this mas recarrmnded as highly effective apainst suicide
planes, I viewsd this formtion with great cancern, because this is exactly
the formati~a ti:at was used by Admiral Oldendarf when first going into
Gulf. I had opposed it and had pointed out to the Admiral that we did not have
adequate defense in the flanks nor sarly enough infarmation of enemy planes to
rermit the five-inch guns to fire at a sufficlently great renge to be effective,
This was dus, of course, to the fact that we were swrounded by lanmi, However,
mhwammmmmptdmﬂ,ammmmomfomumﬂntwecaﬂd
use, if we went in, ﬁwwmymamin,juatasforecast ware nob ploked
up wntil very late, and many of owr ships were heavily hit, Therefere, it appears
to mp that this formtion was not adequate for areas where planes zmde approaches
mlam,mr,inxwmm,mit satisfactory for sea eithar, amd yet, here it

was, issusd, after Lingayen, 28 a representative farmmtion,

It is my hope that, as a result of the tests which are being conducted in
the Atlantie = of the type vhich were to be conducted by Vicewidmiral Iss before
he diad -, you may be able to cblain considerable infarmtion of value to the
Fleot, ard you my then be able to revise USF=10B, to bring it up=-to-date wdith
the most modern thought on Atoaulc bombs as well as on suilcide planes,
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I also think there shovld be considerable torpedo traiming, Perhaps,
mdmlmtsmmmy,bamdmowkmﬂad@ofwmtﬁwmm
been worldng towards, and , in meny cases, has suceceded in accomplishing,
Mﬁommaessmmmmm,basedmthesemdmlmu
I nover really thought that our torpedo acewracy in the war was very great,
and oven at Swrigw, the nuber of hits made by owr destroyers was not high,
wwmmematwwzmofthem ﬁredwereexeee-

aive,

In comection with post~sr tralning, I should like to invite your attantion
to a staff paper sanb, I think, to the CNO by ComBatRon ONE in early June of this
w,m:issagnedbvﬁcc-mmommz‘f, b, which actuelly, was dramn
wp by Admiral Deyo, by myself omd by Cantain Jaek Cooper, Opemtimso.f.‘ﬁeer.
This paper discussed post-ter training of fleet j2rsonel, The idea advanced,
i3 that, meofmwmmfm&wmmmemmemw
States at the varions training centers, it should be possihie to so educate and -
train the persannal so thoroughly that the ashlpe will nol be remuired to com
mmee with the nost siple excrcliscs as was necessaYy prbor to the Wares In other
words, the training on shipboard will be in advamved practices only,

This is all that T cm think of 3t mresent to suggest. I realise that you
have n enormous responsibility in re-training the Fleet along sound iines, which
are the develompent of this war, Any man whe 2vuld handlo the Third Fleet ¢an
Bonfle this job with ease, so I an not too conterned over this, You will probtebly
ﬂmamofmnmmwmwammme&mmwm

zmwingaaft,othwoﬁnaay%hm%dthco@eﬁﬁm“ and & heres will
;jmi.betiz'gd. You are mot tired, tbmeod,auiltlﬁzﬂsymmopm-mmed,
8o po it :

le%mﬁingmfwmuomm@ax@ﬂyonmm&l
shewdd only be too haypy 40 Ao 50e

1H3¢h Lost wishes to you ard Grace for & Marry Christens and a Hoppy New
Yoar, and with congratulations agnin to you for a most remorimble performence
"cmtvinthis war, I an as owven,

Tour old friend,

Es e BATES
Cormodore, USH

Rear~Admiral Robert Be. Carnoy
Staff ~ Chief of Haval Oparationa
Navy Department

fashinstan, De Ce




TR TORPEDC BOAT SQUADRORS PACIFIC FIEET
offloce of ths Commander

28 Bovember 1945

Dear Swede,

This emlosed clipping will indicato to you how your name has traveled
as far as Manila, Needless to say, 1 was quite astondshed to réad of youwr
action, but also, ncedless to say, I thoroughly concurred in it, I had heard
somd rumor that you were thinking of quitting the Navy and going with Pardue
Univeraity, mrobably as President, but I had heard nothing asbout the Hawalian
Pinsappie Company.

!ouhawmedenonﬁstalse. The Hawmalian Pineapple cutfit is a ewell tunch
of gentlemen who have done an enviable job in remrganizing their company and
in mking it so important during the last thirteen years, One of those respone
gible for this ramariabls success is an old friend of mine, named Bunny Hendere
son, At last reports, he was onc of the VicowPresidents, wadidn'tfcnm
himtoodnaﬂytoﬁmmmm«w,mptmgm,thmhehaﬂdm“ﬂm"
welll I suppose that you and Burnmy are great friends now. BHe has a mervelous
wife who i3 a parfoctly wondarful girl, and ons of whom I used to be very fond
years ago, although I haven!t soen her recently.

Itistmbadthatyouinvedaddedto it the Navy to tale over this new
assigment, 1 say this, because the Navy nseds men like you, and it is import-
No ons could have been more

ay .px
I had hoped that, because of that, you might decide to ramain in the Ravy.

1 have no doubt but that yowr new proposition is excellent and that you

have everything to gain in leaving our aggregation, I know that you love the
Navy, and I know that it must have boon a diffienlt decision to make to decide
to leave all that you had worked with s sweessfully for the last thirty-four
years anmd to go into a now field of endeavor, However, those same character-
Mcawmalbmug}wyousmcmmthemwcanmtfmtobﬁngyouma
in this new venture, I feel confident that the Hawalian Pinearple Company rust
have looked you over with great eare before thay brought you into such a high
poeition without any previous training therein, It is a great tribute to your-
self and to yowr reputation, You are universally popular in the Navy! You are
universally admired in the Navy, and, finally, you are universally respected

and appreciated}

Some day when I get back to Pearl, I wlll come arouni and see you and .
ta:u:amyma'mwandyomom-ivaa. In the end they will be the samp, be=
cause, whatever you do, you will alimys do wdth all of your devotion, afteetion,
enthusiasn and color.




-

I have no doubt that Emlly is delighted, and I can assure you that I
amalao. God bless you alwaysi

mWMMfwammMaH@pyNﬂrm,Im,
as overy

Your old £riend,

R. W. BATES
Commdors, USN

Rear Adriral H, E, Overesch

Staff « Compander Hawalian Sea Frantier
¢/o Fleet Post Office

San Franeisco, Califernia
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EOTOR TORIEBDO BOAT S(UADRONS PACIFIC FLEST
0£fico of the Comrarxier

28 Rovember 1%5'

Dear Bill and Jim, . ,

I suppose, to hear from me, wWill be a great aurprise, but, overy now and
than ocut here in the Philippines, ny mind twms back to Hamid and Yo oy loyal
fricmds of oo reny years, 4nd so, with Quistmas nearing, I thought that I wonld
mwmnalmmwi&mamammamammxw!w, amd, at
the sarp tirs, to tell you how I am,

In the first place you will know, for 1 have tald you so mny times, that you
are the personification of the Haowall that I lnew whan I ws quite young « when
I was an cnsign - and Elisabeth (Bud Carter) was just a flaming beauty, who had,
in a way, slain me, I remember, at that tims, that there was no new Royal Hawallan
Hotel - tmtthemmbelmamwthmg~ammmmmMyotm
and marsheland inland from Ealakoua Averme in that area, There mas no Bank of
Blshopts Buliding as such, and, as we know it now, no Dillingham Building, no
Castle and Cools, and I seriocusly doubt if the present Mcincrmy Bstablisiments
wvere existent, Howall of today is o different that it is not umtil one gots
into the grounds of the licInermy's or until one looks over the Pali that one has
the feeling again of the old Hawail Nel that we all know and loved so well,. The
Influx of tivops, the influx of workews, the influx of loafers in vast quantities
haateniedtodastmthatawtneasof ago. And even the favarable days,
mtlxmﬁm,mihaveappearedtoyouasbizam at that tirme, as the modern
&ydws%mm,bmm&mmhcm@imﬁmwwmm

mw.

You o have soon Hawaii rise from a beautiful, tropicel idland into a
heavily populated fortresse I have no doubt that, on occasions, this tremarxicus
chmgegrie-mmanimyou,uﬁ:ithadtobel 'Rmcrosm-oadsofthef’a.d.ﬁc
mﬂbmmﬂywafm,mdthep]maamthehigw»ededsbipmg
msbneeessarﬂybmmpeonletomemmntadia

A great friend of minc is about to retire from the Hovy and bocome a Haweidan,
which plainly shows that this wast change, that I refer to, seams to him to be
quito rormel, I refer to Rear Admiral Harvey Overssch, who iz about to leave the
Hamaiion Sea Frontier, where ho is Chisf of Staff, and become a Vices Preesidemt of
the Hawadion Pineapple Corpany. Ho is a very fine officer and gentlaman, and is
mbablynvclosestmmfntheﬁavy,myoucanim@ncwiﬂxm surprise I
rec.dafhisdecisimm hischoiceoftheﬂmaai&m?&mapplemw Very

L 5 e Yo haye lhad weedf, wintever it is, becausce the
mtonly&nmnmomw,m*talmismbymw
mzmobenevemmﬁaﬁammspmts. Admiral Overesch has been in the Navy
far quite a long time, and has almays mdo an enviablc reputation for himself for

his capabilities as well as for his persmality., He males frionds everywhore,

is a pod admimistratar and arganizer, and is respected armd adrired by evaryone
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in the Navy, ard also out of the Nawy, that lmow him. I am glad for the
Hawaiian Pineappls Company that they were lucky enough to get him, and I am
glad for his sakes that he was lucky encugh to geb with such 2 f£3ne compeny.

I hope that this letter finds both of you in as fine health as ons could
axpect at your age, Of course, you aren't really very oid - not any alder than
Iy mother, and not moarly as old as 1y father, who recently tumed 85. So I
focl confident that you have quite a mmber of years rore ashead of you in your
chamming Hawald, and I have hopes that I will bo seeing you therc on and off
for many years to comse I have almys said that 1 thought more of jyou both,
mobably, than I do of enyone olse in Hamedd, and I have repeated this so often
that I hope that, by now, you believe ib, Then I shall retmm to Hawali, I do
not know, but, when I doy; yor may rest assured that the house of Melnerny on
Juid Street will be visited by & sallor,

Wie both have esomothing in corion = not only our affection for Howald Nei -
but also the faet that you and your homee received one of the borbs frem the .
Japanase at Poarl Harbar, and I, on the Flagship, recedved two = oo at Lingayen
and one at Ckinawa! Howover, mine were not bombs, bub were encry. suicide planecs,
which are ofton wopee. I was Chilef of Staff, I was at Chkinaws, vhen we landed -
there, anxi the Japancsc wore tough thoss dayse As a result of Okdnawa, Japan
felll So you see - you were at the beginnding - "Alpha' « and I was at the end-
inz - "Coepat, There we have the combinatin « "Alpha and Omoga™ -« the "Degline
ning and the Ending"]

I an fealing fine and have boen worldng pretiy steadily in the decormissionw
ing and demobildzation of the krge Motor Torpodo Deet Comand, which I have here
in the Pecific, 1 an the Sprame Coxmander in the entire Pacdfic Ocean of all
motar torpedo boats, and somptdnes I wish that it wore wot so, becauso tlds dew

ard derobilization jJob iakes time and effort, Howover, my assignod
duty along these lines is almost completed, co that, by carly Deceomber, X will
be fully clear of that responsibility, )

I havs a lot to %ell both of you about py war experionces and I feel frec
to speak now, so that you may axpect to hear a great deal mome day - letts hope
‘not too far off, Wen I think of the mmber of times thal oy ship has been
streddled by enany shells, and when I think of the times that enary planes have
missad me - that 1s, sulcidde planss -~ and when I think of the number of torpedoes
£rom both plane and ship that I nve lvd to dodge = and then I think of ths two
£1ll hits which the slips I ms on recalved with the consoquent damge to wp-
wads of 200 officers and mem - I o9y, in cach ease, with Vice Admiral Oldemdore,
"Somcone has been holding 2 myasol over me", I certainly hope that in the years
o come the Creator will see f£it to mintain that parascl bearer in the same pogi-
tion with relation to mo, no matter vhat the enery may have in store.

I don't think that I have changed at all « I think I look just aboub the
sape as 1 did vhen I was there before ~ and I have no doubt that you both are
also the same., You are the unchangeable twins, who nedther time, nor worry,
nor pesbdlonce has succoeded in changing from your friendly selves,
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I wish you all happiness for the New Year, and I certainly hope that
your Christmas will be as gay and as merry as it dlways has been, I presumo
that you will have dinner with the Wellers, as usual, or will they have it
with you?

Best wishes, ani with an "Alcha Psu Gle"; I am as over,

Your old friend,

Re W, BATES
Cormodore, USH




MOTOR TORFEDC BOAT SGUADRONS PAGIFIC rxmr
Office of the Compminder

1 December 1945

Dear Bob,

1 can not begin to tell you with what satisfaction I received your letter
of Noverber 6th. For soms reason it left Sen Francisco on the 18th and, there~
fore, I recaived it on the 29th., I am very glad to hear that you are your usual
happy and successful self and that business is going wll with youwr concem, I
think your belowved fathar would have been very proud of his son, had the Creator
vermitted him to survive until now, !on}awdommeptiamuywmuldng
over your fatherts ideas, axi, starting as he did fyom scrateh, in
a vast engineering organigition., Your ecareors parallel each other so
-ﬂmtsomtimleanmthﬂpchmkﬁngtomﬂfatahatlcmthemtw
factor. Just look at the Lo careers!

mmrmmmwm,mtnupzmoam
corporation, sold it to the Bethlehem Steel Company, and becams the General
mmgerformmehmmmw You founded the United Engineoring
Horks as a successor to your fatharts Works, you bullt it wp into a big organ-
ization, and then you sold it to the Matson Compeany and then became the CGoneral

¥anager for them,

1 wonder whether you have ever thought of this as you have labored so hard
and long to bring sucesss to youwrself, I think that it was a littls easisr for
your father than it was for you to found an orgamization such as yows is. In
your fatherts day there was not so much competition -~ there wxrs not so many
shiryards around -~ and there were less peopls informed on stipbuilding, and there
wero fow labor troubles, ihen you bullt your conecern, there was plenty of com~

pelition, and, besides that, there was an snormous depression, and yet, out of
this, you have not only bullt an engineering consern which did wonderful repair
work and bullt for itself an enviable reputation, but you also contributed heavily -
%0 our industrial effort in this war by not only repairing reny United States shipe,
bﬁainh;ﬂdmgmmﬂmmgs You can feel very proud of your share in

% war :

I lnow axactly how you feal when you s, "I am still working for latson
inﬂxemoldjobinmm,atleast,butlamno]mgm'memgnag,althou@x
I have the title and tho pay". There is a singular satisfaction in being your
ovn boss, and that is part of ouwr Ameriem heritage = thedeaimfo@indepaﬂm
in everything.

Your young Bobly, I regret to read, is just about the same. ihet an un=
fortuate accident that was which confined him sol And what a hlow it has been
to you and to Frances to see your omn fiesh ard blood staggering under such a
heavy loadd I almays thought, when I esaw him that his own cowrage was a remarke-
able tributo to both you and Frances and to your devotion to him, I dontt
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believe that he eould bear his turden, were it net for the fact that both
of you think so mmech of him and are eo thoughtful of him, that he can not
doabmmthanfmdimmmhasnﬂlw He iz a couwrageous lad a.nd,
once again, he characterises, within himself, that sere Chulsty fortd
wiich gave you and yowr father your own sucesss, You bobh fought

adds to victory, anxd your son is trying to do the same, I don't want to give
all the credit, howover, to the Christyts, I think that Frances, herself,
btmmotherwhoboraﬂﬁselﬂldinhermabmdmwbadhﬂmm,mm
hai to face her Cavalry, I wateh her when I am home, and, oub of her, 1
geb strength myselfs I have never seen a sign waich, mww,mumpea-
mtmwyomgﬂobbyboteelthab,ahathadtnppmdhhﬁm,ms,inw
wWays a hlow or a delyivent to his mother, She is a vondorful girl, Bobg
young Bobby knows it, and so do youl

Thanks vory wmch for your {ricndly remaiis conceraing ny ssrvices in
this war. I have done the best I could with what I had, aud I have bsen told:
by as high officars as Admirel Hiaitz, himself, that oy work wes cubstandingl
Ihmbecninmmbatmu,znmsm,mmmtmjomtyafcﬁi&re
almost more than anye 1 have been sheliled, bambed, suicide-dived, and fired
at with torpedoes, andImmalivebmuaeththwﬁaowﬁ’lhdiﬂ
Ireelthatlhamdemtedmeutothas&ﬁydmmtmnhawmsz
officers, and I feel that my yoars at tiw tar Collego ac Chief Instructor
have borne fruit; not only to me, but to ocur Havy in this mr, I had two
Adrdrals recomtly - scrarately « say that they thought I know move about war
than almost any offlcer in the Navy., I don't believe that this is so, but
1 certainly thini that 1 renk well at the top. mtmbeingwltiealot
memm,ltmm;thatzmmmmaboutmrmﬁmtﬂmm
ayy of them, Admiral Nimltz assigned me to the finest job that a Comrodare
cotld have in the Bavy - mwmwmm&wmm
Floet -~ and I had an enorrous Commend, both of motor Lorpedo boats, tendors,

arx!besea,a:ﬂ!magettmgreadytodmstatethehmnese whmtheym
soe of my PT boats at Okinewa, and it so frightened tham that they quit.
Sare people tried to sey that the Atomie bood boat the Japs, others say it
ws the Russians, others think it was air-power, but the answer is not that
at all, The answer is this; it was Bates and his PT boats.

I an demobllizing and docorrdssionding ryy Moter Torpodo Boat Cormand now,
to a degres, and I an progressing very well, My Command will still remain in
the Pacific, I think, at least for the present, but it will not be the great
Cwmmthatitma.

I don't know vhat is going to happen to me, as I haven!t heard anything
nor have I written to anyons about-it. Itm.nl:that, if the Navy functioned
on merit alone, I might possibly have a different assispnpent from now on, and
Imbab]gwﬁll,bmwhatitistobe,wubmitistoba,Idomtm

youcansaefrgmthea:k!ress,lamhematmybe, Pel.y and every
mmmzmmmrmrmmmmthm,m,
with Vice-Admiral Oldendor§.-as the Commender and myself as Chiof of Staff, we




met mines and sulcdde planes, Bt in three days of battle, ws hammered
the Japanese into reasormbls subrission and succesded in clsaring the way
for transports., Then, am about 25 October, we fought the famous battle
of Surigao Strait, where we annihilated the Japanese Floct coming up from
the South, It was a tremondous victory and one the Japaneso, even now,
daontt like to talk aboubte I can assure you that the plans wore based on -
War College principlas. It proved conclusively that our training at the
Wiar College was sound. ‘

I want to wish you all happiness for the Now Yeay, and I lmow that jou
will have it, Lilmwisc, I wish you and yowr famlly 2 most Harty Christmas,
I Imow that I have no bettor frisnds in the world than the Robert E, Chrlstyts,
I have almays appreciated your friendiimess to me, and I like the way in which,
at intearvals, you go around and see my father and mother, They are a wonderful
couple to me, and I thank the Creator that he has seen £it to allow them to
remin with me so long. Yy father is mow 85 years of age, and he and oy
mother haye been merrisd over sixty years., I hope that you will see f£it to
drop in and sec them agdln and again vhen you have time,

ith warmest personel regards to yourself, and many, muy tharis for
your thoughtful letter, I an &s ever,

Your old friend,

R. %. BATSES
Commodoze , USH,




HOTOR TORFEDO BOAT SGUADRONS PACIFIC FLERT
Office of the Commander

\ 1 Decexber 1945
Dear Tom, "the Alley Cat®,

I heard with great start the other day, and, I con assure you, with con
siderable concern, that you wore ab the New York MNaval Hospital undergoing
mmtoftream¢ & Utile later I heard that you had

and were back again in your now Command. I can not begin ¢o tell you how glad
I anm to hear that jyou hove recowared, and I hope that it means that from now
on you will be parfectly well, Mwmmmwmmwmm
for a very long time, and I hops this time you have gobt emough of it to
insure healths ,

I alunys admirad you greatdy out here in the Pacific, vhen, with your bad
bac‘:,mufngx‘bthemrs. You never cocplained at all, although, on rore than
I realizod thot were wder Zreat paing Ipwtim&arlym
baz-theﬁmamsomded Goarters and you fell in the darkness and suffere
ed not only shock, but also pain from your disorder, Even then you kspt up that
mmgemchlmswriedywtmm@wemmlwtmnmmmywymofﬁw
in the Havy. You are & fighting mn o the Srat water, awd everybody in the
flavy lnows itd mmme,Mm,mmmtrmm
then that infleccibls will to earry through to vietoryl

: zmmmw&:ymmmmw»m@,mw@emu
had finished your courseo, and send yov to sea to conduct the Lirst oconwvoys to
Iceland and elosshero, I remanber thon that you moved to and fro over the
Atlantde in its most danpgerous wmators, and even up as far north as Mormansk,
where, on more than one occasion, the Germans attacked your convoys enrcute
to Russias I remember thon thai you were with the Home Fleot. whsre you gained
the respect of the BRltish High Command, ad finally, I remesber that you came
out into the Pacific where, I think, you did a perfectly wonderful job. You
J.oatas@m,%&&&@,b&mmmmﬁﬁmﬁlmm,a&om
Comarders lost ships also. Halsey did, and Rimitz 4id, mad Spruance did, and
Tamer did, and Oldendorf did, and many, many othera ¢dd. S if you ever have
myfeelingahmtthelwuofmmmcam,am,Isz@pwethatyoudo,ynuhaw
r:}g:thforgebit,me;tasoneofthoseloesoaim& a great

ne of the reasons thal we ton this war was because the Navy was willing
to close with the cnexye This is something that the Japanese had not antieipate
ods I do not think that anyone in the Havy wes more willing to close with the
enamy than you were., 7This is onc of the lessons I drew fron you when I served
as your Flag Ceptain on the MINNEAPOLIS, You dashed out of the formmtion on
more than one occasion, with others following, heading towards the enemy. This
fighting@alityofmm,plusalmmabmzytomm,mmgtm
Wmmmzmmmmea@w
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heavy
: i Oldendorf, I think that my
and advice were governed, in part, by that association with you. :

se0 that Swede Overesch was made a Rear~Admiral the other

it should have happened long ago « and tho reason that it did not hap-
Swede has talked to me many times about it, and he

subject, but, of ®mrse, M one really knows,

"Alley Cats® to break into the treasured cirels.

rocommendied, myself, for this cirele, and I have been

overy Admiral in this ares - that is, the Vestern Facific -

it. Bab that, I esrmot say, Panestly, I do not know, I

with nhat I had, and some people have been kind enough to

have done has been “dam" good, but unfortunately, it sappears

Hashington that combat suceesses have not weighed too heavily,

that you will remerber me most indly to Mre, Giffen when you
write to her, and I hope that you, yourself, are the same old Ike Giffen that
of us knew and loved so well,

You are

With warmest personal regeyds, I am as ever,

Very sincerely yours,

Re. e BATES
Coemnodore, USN,

Vicew~idmiral Robert Giffon _
Cormander Serviece Force, Atlantic Fleet
¢/o Fleet Post Qffice

Hew Yoric, New York




MOTOR TORPEDO BOAT SQUADRONS PACIFIC FLEET
OfLice of the Commarder

. - 4 December IS5
Dwmamm

It has been an anfully long time since you have heard from mo, and yeb
long time since I have thought

to be that he was ruming too mch of a personal machine, and many

wore suffering because of it, I hope that 3% is not so} I like to think that
our High Command functions entirely on merit procedure,.lmt, unfortunstely, this
ssems to be pure idealism becauso, as you know, it does notl

I have been out here in the Pacific now going on 29 months and, axcept for
that short trip to Washington under orders from Admiral Rimits, I haventt been
in the States at all, I an now demobilizing and decommissioning the lotor Yor-
pado Boat Flest ani, when that isdone, I don't knoer what the future holds in
stare for me, As you probab:- ¥mow, I was made a Commndore last Aprils although
I had been recommended fox ii months before thun, as well as for Rear Admiral,
and once this Command is dissolved or is reduced to a small wnit, the need for
a Flag Officer will no longer exist., Therefore, it is quite probable that,
within a reasonsble time, I will be moved out of this aree homs and will geot
somé now assignmert, What it is to be, I don't know, bt I can't get axcited
over it because, from the treatment I have had in the last ysar from Washingtonm,
I camot imagine mch improvemant to be expected now, gven though Admiral Nimits
is in power. I think that I have dlways enjoyed a very favorable reputation with
Admdral Rindtz, and I have been told repeatedly by everyone out here that ny come
bat recoxd was "swell”, bub nothing like that has mmch effect in Washingtenl I
can see from here what Judge want through long agp, becauss I heard it saild
everywhere then that Judge was one of the ablest officers of his time, ami,
Judging from the jobs which he has been given since, it is evident that they
still think sos But they never peomoted him, and, to this day, I don't know
whyt

, I wrote a letter to our little friend, Frances Rich, the other day, which,
I hope, she will be swyprised to get and pleased to got. I liked her very much

-l -




and thought she was a very intelligent and attractive woman, and her associom
~ t3on and friemdship with you indicated that her other qualitics were equally

as favopables I don't know whethar she isstill in the Serviee or not, but
should I, by any chance, arrive in California, I plan to call her home in
Senta Birbere amd perhape tease her some more aboub har dragzing feet and
what bave you. If she is there in Vashingtem, say "hello® for me,

I am glad to see that everyone at heme in Alameda geems to be fins and
healthys. Young Didtide, Jocolyn's sldest, was out here in Leyte - flying from
Palammn to Borneo in a B«5 « bub he went home the other day, and I dontt
know vhether he plans to remain in the Army or mot, Ho txy et merried when
he returns, as be has a very chamming young lady waibting for him, Bub, wless
he stays in the Arny, he will bo very umrise to enter into matrimony
how great the urge, until he completes college and has a decent jobe
golﬁhimthia,;mmm%’stm,butyoalmmvhcmyomgpeopleare;w,

mke no bets .

The Bavy ssams o have pub up a pretty good fight against the Arry. I
hope tiat you attendsd the game. There is always a possibility of an up-set,
80, on that score, I was disappointed, Nevertheless, whan one reads the dis-
am,mwmuwmwmemwmmtm It mst

a "lalxu!

I want to wish you all happiness for the New Year, is for Christms, I
know that you will enjoy it as you always have, ,

With warmest personal regards, Iamasw




MOTOR TORPEDO BOAT ScUADRONS PACIFIC FLEET
Office of the Commander

4 Decerber 1945

Deaz Sully,

1 received your card, announcing that you had resumed the general practices
of law, with a great dedl of frdionily interest, because I had wondered where
you wire, Imﬂatyoummmmemwthshingm, so either you
mt%t%&&:g%nmdmmmlwedfm&em,welmmu&wjmmted
your terminal isave,

1 an amfully glad to see that you are on yowr own again, and I have no
doubt but that that clever brain of yowrs, plus those strong political comnoce
tiona, will give you the rapld success to wiich you axe entitled,

: Idm’itnarmmhfmmmmalommrf:ww,beeawehahasshﬂm
his Flag twice, and mail that I have addressed to hls Flag is probably rumning
around the ocean, Admiral Oldendorf 1s to be Commandant of the Eleventh Heval
District in San Dlego, so when you do down that way, you mst look him up, bo-
cause he was very fond of you. You fitbed into his scheme of things very well,
ard you were very loyal., lie really had quitc a gang there ruming his Staff,
even though they wore nearly all Irishmen,

- I was very glad whon Admiral Oldendorf gave you the Legion of Merit., When
I have seen the activities through which our persomnel have been operating, and
have seeri the awarde which we gave for combat service and than have seen the
amards which others have given for nothing, I would say that you are emtitled

to oven more than a Legion of Marit,

I nover did get that DSM for which I was recormended by Admiral Oldendorf,
and when I objected to the Legion of Merit I think I got in the "dog house® with
the Seventh Fleet, and, partiewlarly, with Admiral Kinkaid, It is all perfectly’
silly, because Admiral Kinkaid should lmow that those of us who worked with him
admire him greatly and think tiat b2 ran a splsndid carpaign here in the Philipe
pines, BNaturally, we did mot like the assumpticn of victery that was given to
him for the Battle of Surigeo instead of to Admiral Oldendorf, but those matiers
are uswel in lifs, and in the enxd, it was that damn®™ publicity section of his
and not the Admirall He Is poing to be im your area presently - I presume, to
rolieve Admiral Ingersoll = and you should drop in and see him just to pass the
tire of day. He is a 1little unusual to talk to and that must not alarm you;
Just be yourself}

lan dembilizing and deconrissioning the lobtor Torpedo Boat Command now,
and it is not improbable that the whole job will be corpleted in a couple of
weeks, It has been quite an wdertaking, but has been - even though I say it =
most effectively donsi




I dontt knchr what will happen to me once this job 1z fully completed, but
certainly there will be no longer a ComMTERonsPacFlt, arnd I will possibly revert
" %o Captain, or will be assigned a Commodore?s billet somowhere else, It all dew
pends on Admiral Nimitgz, I guess, but with Admiral King still up there pulling
thestrings,lcan'tanddon‘thopefortoomch No zatter what happens to mo
in the future, nothing can sver take awmay from me the pride I had in my services
inthemrazdinmassodatimsmdedwmgoombatﬁthmnlﬂmmmm e
camried the ball a long way against heavy opposition, and the score at the erd of
the game 1s, in a large way, a great tribute to owr play., We have mde many Ade
mirals in this war who haven't even smslled powder, nor have thoy seem their coms
rades die for their Flag, lany = such as these - I sympathize with, but you, be-
ing a politician, uxdea-stam the sitwation. I was interested in yowr corment a-
bout mo, that is, "an intrepldly intelligent Naval offider®, I have tried to
ﬂ@methisomont,bmznketoﬁﬁnkthatyoum,“usedwbra:!ninaam—
aible as well as bold masmer®, However, uhatmritmam,lhavemdou&ht

thatitiaafﬁ.endhrmmeeaionfmafrieml

Imrbeenthecoastoneat‘thesedaya,and,iflam, I will look you up,
but don*t count on it, as I know absolutely nothing concerning my future activie

tien -

Lst me wish you all happiness for the Tule Tide Season, and with many,
many appreclations of my friendship and association with you and of your come
petence as a man, I am as ever,

Your old friemd,

~

Commander J. Joseph Sullivan, UNR (Released)

2514 Shell Bullding
San Francisco, Califarnia




MOTOR TORPEDO BOAT S«IRDRONS PACIFIC FLEET
b Qffice oi‘ the Conmandsr

4 Decerber 1945

Yy dear i, dayo:

- It has come to oy abtention that jou are sbeut Lo leave the
Naval Service and arc going to retum to eivilian iife. I can not
reroit you to o withowt thanking you for your services to the Navy
and to the Country cduring this, the greatest of all wars.

Your service on ny Staff has not heen for a wvery long time, bub

- in the few months tlat you have been with me, I havs found your lnowe
ledge of ship repeir and construction of extreme valuc., As you lkmow,
it becams necessary for me to recammend to tho Department those motor
torpedo boats wiilch appeared umworthy of saving for disposal. I,
therafore, appointed you a member of a board upon whose recommendation
a great many motor torpedo boats would be saved or destroysd. I had
occasion to see this bosrd functioning repeatedly and to cobserve your
work, not only here at Leybe, bub also in instructing my motor torpedo -
boats at Okinawa, In both cases, you demonstrated capability, loyalty,
and confidenece, and I think that owr suceess in decormissioning the
FT Fleet; with the thorcugh approval of the Chief of Mawal Operations,
is dwe, in part, to your successful work., I, therefore, wish to ax-
prese to you my appreciation of your services, so effectively rendered,
and to bid you Godspeed and all sucesss in your career in civilian

(]

Best wishes for a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. I am

Very sincerely yours,

Re e BATES
Cozxodore, USH.

Chief Carpenter i, H. layo, USNR
Staff « ComMIBRonsPacFlt

c/o Fleet Post Office

San Franeisco, California




o

HOTOR TORPEDO BOAT SQUADRONS PACIFIC FIEET
Office of the Commander

5 Decerber 1945

Dear Admiral lorcell:

With your elevation to four stars I feel that I should write you a lettor to
congratulate you upon youwr share in bringing victory to our Flag, I had been in
the forvard areas somerhat over two years when the war endod, and I had enjoyed
mmmmmwwommmmdmwmmm
arcas, Of course, owing to publicity and to remarinble porformances, the gemeral
prmncmnsmersﬂattm&mauufmmdnacks,ofmﬁchmmtham
was solely composod of the Sea Boes, lNothing could be farther fyom the truth, and
yet, tho performance of these extracrdinary units in the Pacific Islands could
not have been better, and their suceess in building airfielids, docks and bases of
all idnds, cou]dmthavabeenmlledbyewpm,andmﬁhmghaemm
more than they did tomamis victory, Theré are, hmmer,mwoﬂxeritemwith
michmoﬁieemschmwd,mmhasthematnoatmg a mumber of
which are in tle ares of lanleanl Island, and in one of which my will
pmbablybedockedtomrm.

Hany people think that these drydocks -~ exeept possibly for the drydock
Dewoy = are merely & war dovelopment, but I know mueh better, I was in War Flans
of the Bureau of Enginecring, and I remember thenm, back in 1936, that the Bwreaun
of Yards and Docks was already corpleting plans for drydocks of all sizes to be
used in the Pacific. Yowrs was a far-seeing Bureau, and as I look at the various
woapons and devices designed by owmmﬂavybopartmntforvio‘boryinmism
Immtbutbeimssedbythesuccassofyourmuinitsshareofthisad-

vanced thinking,

Formofthismcma,mryoneblmdyou! Yours iz believed tobe the
creative and guiding brain, yours, tho leadership, and yowr promotion ths other
day to four stars was a just promotion for your share in this victoryl

Sometimos there is eriticism within the Naval Commond when a Commerder is
advanced to be a Chief of a Burenu, ihen you, as a Comrander, becams Chief of the
Bureau of Yards and Docks, there was universal approval, I lmow one or two Captains
in your Corps who objected lmdly to me, but that was purely from personal paing
not oven they falled to axtal your eapabilities. It iz nice for me now to look
back at that time and to sec tho accuracy of the gulding hand which chose you amd
recormended you to the Progident, That gulding hand should oot a decoration itselfl

tiith warmest personal regards to you, and with best wishes for a lerry
Christons and a Happy New Year, I an

Very sincercly yours,

Re We BATES
Commodore, USH




MOTOR. TORPEDC BOAT SGUADRORS PACIFIC FLEET
024 ce of the Commandex

4 Decanbar 1945

Dear Cochrane:

As Christmas approaches, and as-the decormissioning of the FT Fleet nears
ites end, I an sedging this time to write to a few of those Cormanders, who,
I think, are in & large way responsible for our victorles in both oceans., Cerw
tainly, you are high on this listl

~ Yoy are Chief of a great misterial Bureau, and, as such, have had enormous
responsibilities in comection :dth the design, econstruction, and repair of
ships, This was a very vital "mst" in the recent war, and yet, I wonder how
many people in the Fleet have given dus recognition to this fact., Having served
with the Carriar Task Forces anl having sean the remarkable performsnoes of our
carriers and our new battlsships, in particular, to say nothing of ocur crulsers
and destroyers; and having served with the Amphibious Command for months, and
having partaken in many landings from the Gilberts to Okinawe, and having seen
the miltitude of new type craft « both cormand type, such as the AGCs, and the
actual combat and landing types, such as LSTs, 1LCIs, LUs, and the many other
landing boats incident to beach operations - I cannot fall to appreclats the
fact that our design eonceptionsy ss produced fundamentally by your Bureau, are
well above that of any contarpea=ay Havy. .

" I should say, therefore, that our success in the Pacific could not have
been achieved at all, and it is quite possible that our success in the Atlantic
might aiso have been doubtful, had it not been for the extracrdinary ability of

yourself and your Staff, both Faval and eivilian, of which your great Burean is
corposed, The study of Logistics was ignored in our Navy before the war; it be--
came highly important during the war; and wnless w2 are very careful, it will
die now that the war is suscessfully won., In their thoughts on Logistics, I
think people are more inclined to include provisions, stores, ammmition, fuel,
and even persomnel, and to amit the design and construction of ships, as basie
logistics,. This, of course, is a great error in public thinking.

In the Pacific ComServPac operated a Fleet Mainbenance Office of
ally high claracter, I think that yowr choice of Rear Admiral H, T. Smith, as’
Fleet Maintenance Qfficer, and of Captain Vesley Hague as his asslstant, was
one of the wisest choices for any assigment in this war, These two offisers
maintained in the Pacific the axceptionally high standard which your Bursan
evidently had established for itself in Vashington., I wiote a letter to
Adrdral Sedth the other day to point out to him that the ability of the
Floet Maintemance Officer, Pacific, to koep ships repaired, overhamlad, and
operating, was as responsible for our success as any cther itam,

There can be no doubt but that the Bureau of Ships carried on most success=
fully throughout this war, and that, under yowr guddance, it contributed its

P A




fair share to victory.

At the present moment it seems to be doing equally well 4n its post war
pioblans, at least here at lanicanl Ialand where its ropreeentative, Captain
Holderness, Jr., has been of invaluable assistance to me in my decom

George
mssioning of the lotor Torpedo Boat Command,

With best wishes for a Merry Christms and a Happy New Year, and with
congratulations again for your suceess, I am

Very sincerely yours,

Re We BATES
Carmodore, USN,

Vics Admdral Edmrd L, Cochrane
Chief of the Bureau of Shipe

Bavy Departiont
Emghn’ DC c.
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m‘roa TORFPEDO BOAT SGUADRONS PACIFIC FIEET
0ffice of the Commandey

6 Doverber 1945
Dear Swede,

I have been planning to write to you for a very long time, but it seams
that, as time goes on, even the best intentions to ons’s best friends fail of

realisation,

Not long ago, our mpod friend "Legs" Leggott, who has dons so well out
here, passed through here on his way to the Charleston Navy Yard, where he is
tobethelﬁnageroftheﬂavytard,andmtalksdofyou;mﬂhemmym
address,nhichpm:ﬂyblewmy and I haven!t discovered it, Therefore, I

this comumnication to the University, kmwﬂ.ng that they will fore

uaxdittoyou,ﬁyouammlmgerthereu

I often think about you and wonder how you are; but nearly every advice
that I have indleates that you are in quite good shape but working too hard,
I wrote you a lstter about that before, and I hope that it bore a little fruit,
You are a clever fellow with "sword or pen", so I know that, if you cmnot keep
busy with the sword, you will with the penl I have no doubt also that the write-
up that you made on Submarines for the Encyclopedia Brittanica (or was it
Americana) is excellent, but you must not overwork yowrself on those things.

I an still out hers in leyte, and I am demobdlizing and decommissioning my
¥otor Torpedo Boat Command completely. At first it was planned to maintain the
Command in & reduced status, but it appears now as if it will entirely disappear,

That will mean that I will bo getting a new job somswherse, but where, I dontt
know, ZEwerything in the Kavy scems to be so gquestionablo today that it becomes
difficult for any of us oub in these forward areas to roalige whst it is all
about. It is quite posaible that our perspective here is much better than it
is there in Washington, because the tinsel is not with us, and we can think

.fmlycmeemingom'mxva&m

I ean franikly say that if anyone ever could enjoy a war, I have enjoyed
this onel I have been through many actions, all of which were highly successful,
and I have been in other positions as well where I was equally successful, such
as Chief of Strategy for the Var Callege, amd operating the PTs. The belief is,
W,mtmmmafmjobmm&wmmmm
anticipated, by a long margin, which is good to hear, if true,

Your beloved submarines made a very remarkable name for themselves in this
war. I imagine that you know rore about this than I do, not only because of
your affection for them, but because of your assignment with that Engyelopedia.
Yy interest is not at all academic., It 1s based on the thought that, if our




submarines hadntt done more than their share of work, the Jap submarines
would have, The loss of the INDIANAFOLIS is an example of what I reafer to.

I wrote Charlie lockwood a letter about the performance of his submarines a
1dttle while ago, and I got a wonderful letter back from him, which mas highly
appreciative of my interest. Apparently, Naval officers rarely write to one
ancther to express their opinion of the suscess of one anotherfs performance,
I don't feel that wayl And o0, I have written to probably 30 officers of
various senior rank, since the war ended, complimenting them upen their share

' Immmmwmmmmmuw,
whether you are being retained to comtimue the work, aleng educational lines,
in which you seem to be so exinently successful., ihen Raval officers are ro-
tired for one reason or ancther, they, generally, have a very difficult time
rewieub&ngﬁmaelmtotheirmassochtionsandﬁie. Very often they
as it werel You, fortunately, have been abls to pass through this
tﬂebabtwthaamoﬂm. Officers have spoken to me about leawe
ingtheﬂaw,nwtbatthemrisover and I have always asked them shat they
plan to do if they quit, It's ono thing to talk about quitting, but when it
has been your life for so mny years, and wvhen it means so much to you - not
- financially, necessarily, but because of the remarkable associations you have
made - you must weigh, in the balance, your happiness in your new assoclation .
ar tothehappinessyouha:vehadandmuhmemngymwaswmmin
the Ravyl

I, personally, mmfomoftheﬁaw,andzseemtohammfm
Ididn'tlmmrtimtlhadsomfr&endamﬂlwswfmsthm pdece=

moal, to different areas to look over that area and to study its problems, Each

Staffmmbermback,aaﬂaadatoldmﬂmmm that the mimite my
nare was mentioned, nothing was too good for them, and the mossages, they
mmu&,wmmtmmmammmmmmmp. This
is that inexplainahle tio which the Kavy has for its morbers, and, especially,
for its members who like poople as I do.

Washington has not bean very kind to me during this warg in faoct, it has
been unidnd, and recommendations cencerning me and ry advancement havy -lrmys
mtaeoolearfmmtheﬂeadmthm althoughtheaereeomandationseam
f£rom the Head Men here, ﬂmmtmalinstinctistogatmmaxﬂmttoqﬁt.
Iham'tmydonbbbutﬂmtgoodjo%amitﬂav&lofﬂmsnfm&dmcemo
decide to quit and o into a new ficld. I have been thinking of it myself, but
actually only “thinking® and not "welghing” too heavily yetl Swede Overesch,
on the other hand, quit, the other day, and I knowr that ho cquit in piue, His
new job may be excellent, and I have no doubt but that he will do very well in
it, tut I wonder, after all, whether he will enjoy it. If you dm'tlmwuhat

hisjobia,heMBbeenmdaaVice-PresidamwﬁzeHamﬁmPineapplemm

in charge of industrial relations and publicity, I frankly say that I would
not want that job, becausc I don't want to live in Hemali, I like Hammii very

mdz,butomhastobebomthemto]ivemerealmys.

?




I expect to have this Corrmnd demobilized and decommissioned befors
Christmns, and then Washington will probably take a hand and order ms to
a8 now assigqument, as I said in the begiming of this lotter, So far I have
heard nothing which would indieats, in any way, if anyone there was
of m, execepting that Mick Carney wrote mp a letter and asiked me 4f I had any
recormendations to make concerning his new job of "Readiness". I wrote quite
a lstter back, which I hope he will £ind valuable.

I an enclosing a chock for 337.50 for the purchase of Victory Bonds for
your two daughters as & little Christmms reminder of their cherm and loveliness.'
Sore day I hope to ses thom again, because I think they are wonderful, As for
yourself and Ibby, I hope that you will take care of yourselves - will have a
mmmaﬁa%mmzwnmmlmw,Mym@t
tim, drop 1 a note to tell ne about yourselves and your own beloved family,

Best wishes for the Christrms Season. I am as owver,

Your old pal,

Re ife BATES
Conmodore, USH,

Captain &, E, Hazlett
University of Rorth Carolina
Chapel Hill, Horth Carolima




MOTOR TORPEDC BOAT SQUADRONS PACIFIC FIERT
afsice of the commlq

7 Decanber 1945

Dear Iieutenant Cross:

In a day or so you will be leaving this Commnd and retwming home for
relsase, Although you have bean Squadron Commander of Squadren 37 bub a short
time, during that time you have displayed fine qualities of leadership and have
succeeded in decommissioning yowr sguadron in excellent tims, All of your boats
were reperted to be well cbove the average in physical comiition, As a mtter
of fact, Imwpmﬁmmmﬁdmmsm,ﬁnalmmwem
ﬁmmmw,mmmmmmm

Squadron 37 arrived in the Tulagl Islands Arez of the British Solomon Jo=
lands cavly in 1944, It wos then moved morth and petreled in tle Treasury,
Bougpinville, and Choiseul Arcas. 4ll vatrols were nogative, bt they were
excallent training, and you, a3 a ssction lsader, were givem an wnparalleled
ommwwtmmmmtmm. ‘B’ntmmnedmmraamte-
lyddﬁstzmmngimsbemcmmm;mm*cm.

As the war shifted to the north, sixboatsocfywmdmmvedmrth,
axd o August 9th arrived at Ckinawa, There they engaged in air-sea rescue
dubies untdl they were brought to Samar for decommissicning. At the same time,
the six boats which had been left at Espiritu Santo were moved rnorth to Samar
where thay were also decozmissioned,

;dﬁxﬁledecom.ssmn:ingofyour squadron amd your departwe from this
Imnttoﬁs}zyoammmssmymrmtmmﬂtm and I particulare
]yhopethatyouvd.useeﬁttocwtmmmdicalatudiesbecausetmm
Mtiasyoudiaphyadin&nﬂingmpemls&mﬂdgoalmmymhelp—
ing you in the practice of redicine. Should you deelde to remain in the Mavy,
I have no doubt Wt thet you will do equally well,

I hope that in civilian life, showld you choose that as your life endeavor,
Jou will always rercewmber your days in the Mavy with hapminess amd will glve
the Navy your suppert vhen it needs it in fubure years,.

‘ith best regards, I am

Licutenant J. J. Cross, Jre, USNR
Y¥otor Taxpedo Boat Squadron 37
c/o Fleet Post Office

San Franeisco, Callfornis




r ‘

IOTOR TORPEDO BOAT SGUADRONS PACIFIC FLEET
0ff1ce of the Cormarder

7 Decamber 1¥,5
Dear lisutenant Agow:

In a day of 80 you will have been detached from this Corrand and will
bamtminghomfwmfmmacﬁnsuﬂm»

I can ot pemit you to leave without axpressing to you fy deep gratificse
tion at the extraordinarily capable mammer with which you handled your respon-
gibillties as Meterial Officeér during the decommissianing of this Cocmand, You
have proven yourself to be nost dapable and industrious. and your devotion and
loyalty has mvﬁmmmﬁmshowsaﬁl&ssmmym,m&
mmmmm,mﬁmm@mw&

You came to me on the recommendation of other officers who knew you well,
although I did not know you at alls Youwr dewotion to yowr duby and to yomr -
Flag were marked then by re, because of thoe fact that you were willing to serve
overtims, although you were eligible for release, in order to facilitate the

of the ships and thus to assist in permitting the early retwn
home of many of the persormml, end alsc to assist in reducing the loed of the

&

You ars & very friendly and porssmable officer, and 1t is too bad that
Jou are, amamﬂy,notpimiealwﬂttoremmint}wmvalmc& The
Ravy can use men like youe

Upon your retum to civilian life, Iuiahyouauhapp:xmssinyou-clueen
endeavors, and I lmow that you will bo successful., My only request to you is
this « ﬁatyouwﬂlbeevurnﬁxﬁfuloftmﬂavy'siubemsbsmﬁwﬂ.giwit
your full support when nccded.

Mthstpersmalmgaxdsammmsheefwammﬂmsm
a Happy Kew Yoar, I an

Very sincerely yours,

R. ¥ BATES
Coamxxiore, Ui,

lieutenant ¥, B, Agnew, USR
Staff « ComiMIBRonsPacFit

c/o Fleet Post QOffice

San Franeisco, California
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